
HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE

The village of Wallajeh lies on the south-west Jerusalem 
municipal boundary, between the West Bank village of 
Batir and the Jerusalem neighbourhood Ir Ganim (Map 1). 

On 21 October 1948 the original village of Wallajeh was 
attacked and occupied by the Israeli brigade Har'el . Its 
approximately 1800 residents were forced to leave. Most 
fled to refugee camps in Jordan and today the vast 
majority of the village population remains there with an 
estimated 12,500 refugees registered with UNRWA.

The village was completely destroyed and the Moshav 
Aminadav was built nearby. Palestinian families resettled 
on farmland across the hills, and some slowly returned to 
Wallajeh and built temporary rooms or resided in caves. 
In the 1960's efforts were made to rebuild a permanent 
village. Today, Wallajeh is home to about 2000 people.

Prior to the 1967 Israeli occupation Wallajeh was beyond 
the green line, that is within the West Bank and under 
Jordanian rule. Since the Israeli occupation of East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank, the Municipal boundary 
has been drawn through Wallajeh, placing part of the 
village inside the Jerusalem Municipality and part in the 
West Bank (Map 2). The Israeli occupation has rendered 
legal building in Wallajeh nearly impossible because 
housing permits are seldom granted either by the 
Jerusalem Municipality or by the Israeli Civil 
Administration in the West Bank.

In 1948 the lands of Wallajeh extended over 
approximately 15,000 dunams between Jerusalem and 
Beit Shemesh. Since 1967, around 6,000 dunams have 
remained under the villagers’ control. Approximately half 
the village lands lie within the Municipal boundaries, 
comprising about 100 families in 90 homes, or about 700 
residents. A similar sized area falls in the West Bank and 
is home to about 250 families, or approximately 1300 
residents. 

Recently, when plans were made for the Separation 
Barrier it was intended that Wallajeh would be cut in two 
with the route along the Municipal border. Later, the route 
was revised to enclose all Wallejeh's houses east of the 
barrier, but leave all the village farmland west of it. If 
completed, the barrier will surround Wallejeh's houses on 
all sides creating a finger of land that will connect the Har-
Gilo and Gilo settlements to Jerusalem, with the only exit 
from Wallajeh via a tunnel to the West Bank.

GIVAT YAEL SETTLEMENT

Israel is now advancing its largest ever settlement project 
for the Jerusalem district - “Givat Yael”. It is planned for 
lands owned by Wallajeh residents, and will straddle the 
Jerusalem municipal boundary falling partly within the 
West Bank (Map 3). The settlement will necessitate the 
expropriation of a large area of privately owned village 
lands in Wallajeh, along with the demolition of tens of 
homes – already 28 houses have been demolished and 
another 43 have pending demolition orders. Map 3 clearly
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shows the settlement plans to build on top of current 
Wallajeh homes. The project will be the single most 
populous settlement built in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories since 1967. The proposed area covers village 
lands south-east of Wallajeh, near the Malha 
neighborhood, and encircles the village across the east 
and north, along the South Jerusalem railway tracks and 
toward the Biblical Zoo (Har Gilo). If constructed, it will 
create a contiguous built up area linking Jerusalem with 
the Har-Gilo settlement and providing a strategic link with 
the nearby Gush Etzion settlement block.

The project involves 3000 dunums, divided into four 
blocks, to provide 14,000 housing units for 45,000 
settlers, along with a commercial area and sports club. 
This represents 1.5 times the population of the nearby 
Gilo settlement. The plans were drawn up six years ago 
by the private architectural firm of Jerusalem's city 
engineer at the time, Shlomo Eshkol. So far 
approximately 1,000 housing units have been approved 
with the remainder pending. 

Givat Yael is proposed for an area currently zoned as 
'green space' where Municipal planning laws forbid 
construction. Almost 30% of East Jerusalem has been 
zoned in this way, the overwhelming majority of it private 
Palestinian land where building permits are unavailable 
and homes are deemed illegal. It is common for the 
Jerusalem Municipality to rezone such areas for 
construction at the request of settlement companies, but 
to deny the same requests from Palestinian landowners.

IMPACTS ON THE VILLAGERS OF WALLAJEH

Historically, after 1967 only some residents of Wallajeh 
received blue Israeli identity cards. Those who did not and 
their descendants are considered ‘illegal residents’ in their 
homes and are harassed by Israeli authorities on an 
ongoing basis, primarily regarding building permits.

More recently, the Separation Barrier has been planned to 
encircle Wallajeh on all sides, essentially excising it from 
Jerusalem with a sole exit to the West Bank via an 
underground tunnel. This will make travel to Jerusalem 
increasingly arduous and time-consuming, with 
particularly onerous impacts on residents employed in the 
city. Additionally, as in many other areas, the Separation 
Barrier will separate villagers from their farmlands and so 
deprive many of their livelihoods. 

The Givat Yael settlement will further expropriate the land 
of Wallajeh, causing many to lose their homes and 
properties. Construction of the settlement is a clear 
breach of international humanitarian law which prohibits 
the occupying power from transferring its civilian 
population into occupied territory. The establishment, 
existence, and expansion of settlements also causes 
ongoing and extensive infringements of Palestinian 
human rights, including the right to property, the right to 
sd

Map 3: Givat Yael masterplan overlaid with current 
map of Wallajeh village
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THE CURRENT SITUATION

Since the new government came into office in January 2009 
Wallajeh's future has become increasingly uncertain. The 
government is now in favour of the settlement and activities to 
progress Givat Yael have gained momentum over the last 
year. The Minister of Interior has indicated his support, and 
the Givat Yael company has pursued an aggressive buy-out 
strategy in Wallajeh in an attempt to acquire property for the 
project. 

In order to halt home demolitions in Wallajeh and stave off 
settlement activities, the Israeli Committee Against House 
Demolitions (ICAHD) assisted Wallajeh to submit a new 
masterplan for the village in February 2009. A masterplan is 
submitted to the Municipality of Jerusalem as an application to 
rezone an area under Municipal planning law. This process 
aims to provide residents with the opportunity to build lawfully 
in the future, as well as to legalise many structures already in 
place and subject to demolition orders. The Municipality of 
Jerusalem rejected Wallajeh's masterplan claiming that too 
much land was allocated for the village. In response, ICAHD 
resubmitted a smaller masterplan in December 2009. Again it 
was rejected, with the Municipality claiming the area should 
remain green space. Nonsensically, the Minister of Interior 
concurrently expressed his support for Givat Yael which would 
entail residential zoning over exactly the same area.

Discussions with the settlement company as well as lawyers 
have indicated that there is potential to halt the Givat Yael 
project at law. It appears that gaps exist in the company's 
documents and there are opportunities to reveal these 
irregularities before the project moves into construction. Givat 
Yael is yet to submit its masterplan to the Municipality, and 
with appropriate research accompanied by strong public 
campaigning there is potential to influence the Municipality's 
decision and stop the settlement project either at the 
application phase or on appeal to the courts.

freedom of movement, 
the right to an adequate 
standard of living, the 
right to water, the right to 
sanitation, and the right 
to self-determination.
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